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It's Louis's birthday and Uncle McAllister has brought him a very special gift&150a tadpole all the

way from Scotland! Louis can hardly wait for Alphonse to grow into a frog. But it soon becomes

clear that Alphonse is not turning into any ordinary frog. First Alphonse outgrows his jar, then the

sink, and then the bathtub! This new edition of The Mysterious Tadpole boasts reimagined story

twists and entirely new illustrations. The lovable giant of a tadpole has grown into something even

more wonderful!
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Everyone in my generation has (or should have) a favorite Steven Kellogg book. I think the kind of

Kellogg book you love says a lot about the kind of person you are. For example, I'd probably have

my doubts about being stuck in an elevator with anyone who professes a love for Kellogg's "How

Much is a Million" books. And as for the person who gravitates towards the "Pinkerton" series, that's

the kind of human being I'd be comfortable sharing a cup of cocoa with. Now myself, I'm torn. The

vote really falls between Kellogg's fascinating "Island of the Skog" and "The Mysterious Tadpole".

Both books are fabulous forgotten classics. But "The Mysterious Tadpole" is better known and

perhaps deservedly so.Louis has just had a birthday, and his eccentric Uncle McAlister has sent

him the best present ever. A small lovable tadpole arrives in the mail, and Louis sets about making

his new pet at home. Contrary to expectations, however, the tadpole (named, curiously, Alphonse)



grows by leaps and bounds. When Louis's parents protest that Alphonse is too large to keep in the

home, Louis improvises by placing his pet in the Junior High's swimming pool. But when even that

clever plan goes awry, it's up to Louise and the local librarian Miss Seevers to concoct a plan to

keep Alphonse happy and free.Perhaps it was this book, read to me countless times in my youth,

that is responsible for me becoming the librarian I am today. Miss Seevers isn't your frumpy hair in a

bun, glasses on her nose, shushing librarian either. She's a smart witty woman who helps Louis to

save the day. In fact all the characters in this book are imbued with a certain amount of pep and

verve. Louis is just the kind of kid who wants to keep his tadpole/loch ness monster safe.
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